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Panchayati Raj System in India

Introduction:

Panchayati Raj system in India is a decentralized system of governance that empowers local
communities to participate in the decision-making process of their own development. The system
is rooted in the idea of participatory democracy and is an important tool for achieving rural
development and inclusive growth. In this article, we will discuss the structure of Panchayati Raj
system in India.

Structure of Panchayati Raj System:
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The Panchayati Raj system in India is a three-tier system consisting of the Gram Panchayat at the
village level, the Panchayat Samiti at the block level and the Zila Parishad at the district level. Let’s
take a closer look at each of these levels.
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I. Village Panchayats:

Gram Panchayat is the foundation of Panchayati Raj system in India. It is the lowest level of the
system and is responsible for the administration of a village or a group of villages. The gram
panchayat is responsible for a wide range of functions, including the provision of basic services
such as water supply, sanitation and health care, as well as the implementation of development
programs at the village level.

The Gram Panchayat is made up of members who are elected by the people of the village or group
of villages. The number of members may vary depending on the population of the village. The
head of the Gram Panchayat is known as Sarpanch, who is directly elected by the people of the
village.

II. Panchayat Samitis:

Panchayat Samiti is the second level of Panchayati Raj system in India. It is responsible for the
administration of a block of villages. The Panchayat Samiti is made up of members who are
elected by the village panchayats within the block.

The panchayat samiti is responsible for a wide range of functions, including implementation of
development programs at the block level, provision of basic services such as education and health
care, and management of natural resources such as land, water and forests.

The head of the Panchayat Samiti is known as Pradhan, who is directly elected by the members of
the Samiti.

III. District Council:

Zilla Parishad is the third and highest level of Panchayati Raj system in India. It is responsible for
the administration of a district. The Zilla Parishad is made up of members who are elected by the
Panchayat Samitis within the district.
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The Zilla Parishad is responsible for a wide range of functions, including coordination of
development programs across the district, provision of basic services such as roads, electricity and
water supply, and management of natural resources such as land and forests.

The head of the Zilla Parishad is known as the Zilla Parishad President, who is directly elected by
the council members.

The Panchayati Raj system in India is an important tool for achieving rural development and
inclusive growth. The system is designed to empower local communities to participate in the
decision-making process of their own development. The three-tier structure of the system ensures
that each level of government is accountable to the people they serve. By distributing power and
resources to the grassroots level, the Panchayati Raj system has the potential to transform rural
India and promote inclusive growth.

Age limit of panchayati raj system in india

In India, the age limit for participating in the Panchayati Raj system varies depending on the level
of governance. The Constitution of India has fixed the minimum age of 21 years to become a
member of a Panchayat. However, there is no upper age limit for Panchayat members.

At the Gram Panchayat level, any person who is a citizen of India, at least 21 years of age and is a
resident of the area under the jurisdiction of the Gram Panchayat, can contest Panchayat
elections. Similarly, minimum age of 21 years is mandatory at Panchayat Samiti and Zilla Parishad
level also.

It is important to note that certain educational qualifications are also necessary to contest the
Panchayat elections. Candidate must have passed 10th class or its equivalent examination from a
recognized board in case of general seat and 8th class or its equivalent examination for seat
reserved for women or SC/ST candidates.

There are certain disqualifications that may prevent a person from contesting panchayat
elections, such as being of unsound mind, having been convicted of certain offenses or holding an
office of profit under the government.

In short, the age limit for participation in the Panchayati Raj system in India has been set at a
minimum of 21 years for all levels of governance. However, there is no upper age limit for
Panchayat members.
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